GOOD MORNING & WELCOME

Welcome to everyone joining us for worship this morning. Whether or not you consider yourselves
members of this congregation, we are glad you are here. If the flow of worship should seem
unfamiliar to you, relax and let God’s presence envelop you, without a worry about when to stand,
sit or kneel. If you are new to St. John’s, please sign our guest register.

**Please silence all cell phones and other noise-making devices
before the start of the service. Thank you.**

The Rev. Nathan Carr - Vicar
The Rev. William Font - Priest Associate
The Rev. Lisa Chronister — Deacon
Cynthia Cortright D.M.A. - Organist / Choir Director
Daisy Leyva-Lara - Children’s Coordinator
Victoria Moon — Nursery Attendant

Serving Today:
Cantor - Doug Rogez
Greeters / Oblationers — Ron and Priscilla Pierce
Lay Readers / Chalice Bearers — Stuart Chai,

HL Watson, and Aaron Mooney
Acolytes - Sir Patton, Latoya Burris,

Birch Kolb and Kaden Watson
Children’s Activities — Victoria Moon

St. John’s Episcopal Church
5401 N. Brookline Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK 73112
Telephone: 405-943-8548
Office Hours: Tuesday through Friday
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
or by appointment

Nancy Jones - Office Manager
Email address: stjohnsokc@yahoo.com
Web site: stjohnsokc.org
Facebook page: facebook.com/stjohnsokc


mailto:stjohnsokc@yahoo.com

Prelude

Processional

Celebrant
People

Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost — Year A
Rite Il - Holy Eucharist & Hymns — November 12, 2023 - 10:15 AM

The Word of God

436 Jesus Christ our Lord
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Words: Georg Weissel (1590-1635); tr. Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878)
Music: Trure, melody from Pralmodia Evangelica, Part 11, 1789; harm. Lowell Mason (1792-1872), alt. LM

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Hymnal, #436



Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gloria

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:

have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:

receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.

Collect of the Day

The Hymnal, S280

0 God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the works of the devil and make us
children of God and heirs of eternal life: Grant that, having this hope, we may purify ourselves as he is
pure; that, when he comes again with power and great glory, we may be made like him in his eternal and
glorious kingdom; where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

Amen.

We Proclaim and Respond to the Word of God

The First Lesson

Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25

Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the heads, the judges,
and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before God. And Joshua said to all the people,
“Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: Long ago your ancestors—Terah and his sons Abraham and



Nahor—lived beyond the Euphrates and served other gods. Then | took your father Abraham from beyond
the River and led him through all the land of Canaan and made his offspring many.

“Now therefore revere the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods that your
ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. Now if you are unwilling to serve
the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region
beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my
household, we will serve the Lord.”

Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to serve other gods; for it is
the Lord our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of
slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. He protected us along all the way that we went, and
among all the peoples through whom we passed; and the Lord drove out before us all the peoples, the
Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the Lord, for he is our God.”

But Joshua said to the people, “You cannot serve the Lord, for he is a holy God. He is a jealous God; he
will not forgive your transgressions or your sins. If you forsake the Lord and serve foreign gods, then he
will turn and do you harm, and consume you, after having done you good.” And the people said to
Joshua, “No, we will serve the Lord!” Then Joshua said to the people, “You are witnesses against
yourselves that you have chosen the Lord, to serve him.” And they said, “We are witnesses.” He said,
“Then put away the foreign gods that are among you, and incline your hearts to the Lord, the God of
Israel.” The people said to Joshua, “The Lord our God we will serve, and him we will obey.” So Joshua
made a covenant with the people that day, and made statutes and ordinances for them at Shechem.

The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 78:1-7 Attendite, popule

1 Hear my teaching, O my people; *
incline your ears to the words of my mouth.

2 | will open my mouth in a parable; *
| will declare the mysteries of ancient times.

3 That which we have heard and known,
and what our forefathers have told us, *
we will not hide from their children.

4 We will recount to generations to come
the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the Lord, *
and the wonderful works he has done.

5 He gave his decrees to Jacob
and established a law for Israel, *
which he commanded them to teach their children;

6 That the generations to come might know,
and the children yet unborn; *
that they in their turn might tell it to their children;



7 So that they might put their trust in God, *
and not forget the deeds of God,
but keep his commandments;

The Second Lesson 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that you may
not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so,
through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. For this we declare to you by the word of the
Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who
have died. For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel's call and with the sound of
God's trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who
are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be
with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with these words.

The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
The Sequence Hymn The Hymnal, #68
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Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The Holy Gospel Matthew 25:1-13

Jesus said, “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to
meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish took their lamps,
they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed,
all of them became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom!
Come out to meet him.” Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to
the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.” But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be
enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.” And while they
went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet;
and the door was shut. Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he
replied, ‘Truly | tell you, | do not know you.” Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the
hour.”

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.

People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon The Rev. Nathan Carr
The Nicene Creed BCP 358

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:

by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven



and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People
Form| BCP 383

With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the
Lord, saying "Lord, have mercy."

For the peace from above, for the loving-kindness of God,
and for the salvation of our souls, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the Holy Church
of God, and for the unity of all peoples, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For Poulson our Bishop, and for all the clergy and people, let us pray
to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For Joe our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in
authority, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For Oklahoma City, for every city and community,
and for those who live in them, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the good earth which God has given us, and for the
wisdom and will to conserve it, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For those who travel on land, on water, or in the air,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and
for the sick and the suffering, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.



For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans,

for the sick and the suffering, and for all the people on our
prayer list, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for
all the departed, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and
degradation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without
suffering and without reproach, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Defend us, deliver us, and in thy compassion protect us, O
Lord, by thy grace.
Lord, have mercy.

In the communion of the Blessed Virgin and of all the saints, let
us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life, to
Christ our God.

To thee, O Lord our God.

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.
Silence may be kept.
Leader and People say together.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.



The Celebrant may add sentences from scripture.

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.
Announcements

Birthday and Anniversary Blessings

Blessing Prayer

0 God, our times are in your hand: look with favor, we pray, on all those celebrating birthdays and
anniversaries. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace; strengthen their trust in your
goodness, and in their hearts may your peace, which passes understanding, abide all the days of
their lives, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Offertory

Celebrant All things come of thee, O Lord.
People And of thine own have we given thee.



Congregational Offertory The Hymnal #597
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Words: Carl P. Daw, Jr. (b. 1944) , e

Music: Jerusalem, Charles Hubert Hastings Parry (1848-1918) ; : y LMD

Doxology The Hymnal, #380 (Verse 3)



The Great Thanksgiving

Eucharistic Prayer B BCP 367
The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and sings or says

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth.

Here a Proper Preface is sung or said on all Sundays, and on other occasions as appointed.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Celebrant and People

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The people stand or kneel.
Then the Celebrant continues

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in
the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word
made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to
be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have

delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error
into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it or lay a hand upon it; and at the
words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be
consecrated.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Celebrant and People



We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

The Celebrant continues

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your
creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of
the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be
acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in
subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may
enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all
creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father,
now and for ever. Amen.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;

People Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Agnus Dei The Hymnal, $163

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy upon us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy upon us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace.



We Share the Gifts of God

Holy Communion

Communion Hymn The Hymnal, #324
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Words: Liturgy of 5t. James; para. Gerard Moultrie (1829-1885)
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Post Communion Prayer

Let us pray.
Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Send us now into the world in peace,

and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;

through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sending Out of the Lay Eucharist Visitors

BCP 365

Celebrant or Deacon: In the name of this congregation, | send you forth bearing these holy gifts  that
those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of Christ's body and

blood.

People: We who are many are one body, because we all share one bread and one

cup.



Recessional - The Hymnal, #690
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Words: William Williams (1717-1791); or. Peter Williams (1722-1796), alt.
Music: Cum Rhondda, John Hughes (1873-1932) B7. 87, 877

Dismissal Responée: Thanks be to God
Postlude



PRAYER REQUESTS

Please hold these souls in your ongoing prayers:

Audrey

Steven Barnes
Beverly Bradley
Bob

Braiden

Lewis Honor Carr
Nancy Carr

Sue Collins

Sir Michael Dawson
Stephanie Dunham
Dru

Ed

Sharon Ellington
Jim Freeman

Tom Freeman
Myrna Gowman
John Greiner
Steve Hammontree
Aimee Hanneman
Dr. J

Jack

Jessica

Judd

Drew Kolb

Sarah Kramer

Jean Ledet & Chad
Dixon

Denys Lenets

Kara Lynn

Ron Marlett

Tony Marruchella

Mary

Leland Mayo

Betty & Delbert Millican
and Ryan Lightfoot

Trish Morgan

Christina Morris

Paul Mosier

Deborah Nelson

Joy Nelson

The Nichols Family

Pam

Babette Patton

Patty

Penny

Peter

Monte Pratt

Mathew Reynolds

Kathleen Rhodes

Rob, Ruthie and
Samuel

Adrienne Robertson

Sahar

Seth

Betty Sinclair

Family of Kenneth
Sosna

John Steward and
Lee DeWitt

Martha Steward

Nancy Steward

Susan

Sydney and Troy

Ed Tebow

Sarah Tracy

Tyler and Dru

Donna Walters

Mary Jo Watson

Pat Westervelt

Gordon Welch

Will

Ginny Wynn



Altar Gifts
Today’s altar flowers are given by Beverly Bradley
in thanksgiving for the Network of Biblical Storytellers, International.

Altar flowers are now reserved through the end of the year.
We do need donors for the sanctuary candles both this year and next.
Suggested donation for the
for the sanctuary candle is $10.

Birthdays This Week
12 Roci Font
16 Thomas Fuller

Fall Services and Events

Sunday, November 12, following morning worship - Healing Service
with Holy Unction at the Altar Rail
Saturday, November 18, 9:30 to noon — Volunteer Event at Regional Food Bank
Sunday, November 19, following morning worship -
Birthday Party for Nema Maney in the WD Hall
All are invited to help Nema celebrate her birth
Sunday, November 19, Noon — BC Meeting at special time/date
Thursday, November 23 — Thanksgiving Day
Sunday, November 26, following morning worship — Advent Event on front lawn
Thursday, November 30, 5:30 pm -- Feast of St Andrew the Apostle
Evening Prayer - 5:30 Wednesdays, Nov 15, 22 and 29

The Stewardship campaign is underway. Would you be interested in giving a testimonial about your
giving and what it means to you? If you are willing to speak, please contact Fr. Nate this week.

We are continuing Bake Sales with proceeds going to an important new ministry. We are raising funds to
purchase an adult-sized changing table. Rumor has it that it will be placed in an area in the former nursery
(now Archives) once the table arrives. Please help us raise these funds by bringing your favorite baked
goods to sell and/or purchasing some goodies when you are here on Sundays.

Forms for donations toward Advent Flowers and Christmas Eve Music will be included in your bulletin
starting Sunday, December 3.

Current needs for Teacher’s Toolbox: We need Play Doh!
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